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Summary of issues:

This report informs Members of the success of local groups in the Royal Horticultural Society’s
Britain in Bloom Neighbourhood Awards 2009. Members are asked to acknowledge the role

played by community Bloom initiatives in improving local pride and community spirit as well as
enhancing the environment.

Recommendations:

1 | That the report be noted

2 | That the efforts of local people to improve their neighbourhoods be commended.

1 BACKGROUND

1.1 The Britain in Bloom Neighbourhood Awards are an initiative for small, resident-led
communities aiming to achieve long-term improvements to their local area through
horticultural, environmental and cleanliness initiatives.

1.2 The Awards are non-competitive, welcoming groups taking the first step towards
community regeneration. While entries are not judged against each other, they are
visited in the summer by environmental and horticultural experts who provide feedback
and advice on how to develop current activities and encourage ongoing improvements.
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The assessors look for teamwork and community effort, floral displays, good
maintenance, environmental quality (ie absence of litter, dog fouling, graffiti, fly-posting
and weeds) and overall impression.

Communities who participate report an increased sense of pride in the area, greater
community spirit, and cleaner and greener surroundings for a healthier community.
Each community receives an Award of Improvement, Merit, or Outstanding
Achievement.

In 2009, 80 groups from Nottingham were assessed (up from a total of just four across
the city last year). Amongst them were three groups from Area 2, who achieved the
following Awards:

Cherry Trees at Hazel Hill Residential Home - Merit
Masson Court Gardening Club — Merit
Tuntum — Basford Bloomers — Improvement

Several Nottingham projects are featured on a ten-minute DVD created by Nottingham
in Bloom in partnership with East Midlands in Bloom and the Royal Horticultural
Society. This will be used regionally and nationally to inspire and encourage other
communities to get involved.

REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATIONS (INCLUDING OUTCOMES OF
CONSULTATION)

To acknowledge the efforts of local people in improving their neighbourhoods, taking a
pride in the area, building community spirit and enhancing the reputation of the area.

OTHER OPTIONS CONSIDERED IN MAKING RECOMMENDATIONS

None

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS (INCLUDING VALUE FOR MONEY)

There is no cost involved in entering the awards. Groups aiming to expand their
activities may approach the Area Committee for a contribution towards their efforts.

RISK MANAGEMENT ISSUES (INCLUDING LEGAL IMPLICATIONS, CRIME AND
DISORDER ACT IMPLICATIONS AND EQUALITY AND DIVERSITY
IMPLICATIONS)

None

LIST OF BACKGROUND PAPERS OTHER THAN PUBLISHED WORKS OR THOSE
DISCLOSING CONFIDENTIAL OR EXEMPT INFORMATION

None

PUBLISHED DOCUMENTS REFERRED TO IN COMPILING THIS REPORT

None



